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. ■ ' liiihy link aUribulvd lo alleged '^liarassntenl^ 



ByEARI.GOU 

Former Dallas police oflicer Patrick T. Dean fears a 
’‘"setup* by the House Assassinations Committee lo 
blame him for letting Jack Ruby, u friend of Dean s. 
Into the city hall basement when Ruby shot Lee Har* 
vcy Oswald. 

Dean, in charge of security in the basement, 
claims he was so “harassed * by committee investiga* 

. .tors before the committee’s term expired last Decern* 

, ber that he lost 20 pounds and was hospitalized with a 
"nerve condition ’* 

“And I don't think J've heard the last of it." the 
Tyler resident said. “I think I'll be hearing from 
another agency of the federal government (the US. 
Department of Justice).” 

Tlie committee didn't address it.self to the Ruby* 

. Oswald issue In a preliminary report in December but 
is exp'rcled lo do so in a final summary of findings at 

• the end of April. *; •• 

V • The committee's report stated organized crime 

figures may have been involved in a conspiracy to 
* : assassinate President John F. Kennedy in 196J. Riiby'.s 
organized crime ties have been well documented by. 
private researchers in the past six years, and Dean 
^ freely admits he was a good friend of Ruby's before 
and af^er Oswald's shooting. 

Doan alsojs worried committee investigators may 
try to incriminate him because he was a friend of Joe 
Civello, Dallas Mafia figure .who died several years 
ago. ^ .*1 . 

nVELLO. .XVflD WAS ncqiiainicd with Ruby, 

•i. invited Dean to dinner in Dallas shortly after Civello 
V ‘W. 1 S arre.sted with other Mafia leaders at the famous 
.^jApaladiin, N Y., meeting in 1957. , 

Civello reported back the developments at Apnla* ’ 
chin lo Carlos Marcello, a Mafia chieftain in New 
Orle;ms who is a central figure in the committee's 
invpsiigcuion o! the tissnssi nation. 

Committee Invesligainrs Iciirned Dean took a 
polygraph examination in 1961 in connection with hi.s 
t role in the city hall basement and his relationship 
, with Ruby. 

The) Say Dean has acknowledged be “failed'* tlie 
•lie te.'it hut ?lu'\ cannot find any of the written results 

* of ih»* examination by police polygraph operator Paul 
. L Ben! ley. 

♦ 1* . wrolc all 16 questions lo be 

V .a«KfcJ o| turn — including the last one. which stated: 
Are YOU deliberniply w'ifh holding any information 
rntnoiing fhc Ruhy-O.swnld incid»'nt’” 

?, n’”'hriilar day I wns nervous and hypertrn- 

, Ikan .said, “so I flunked it. Or rather it was 

xncnrrltravc ’’ 

\ IkiHlo), \r||o retired from the jiolice force 11 

nf "there dcfimtfdy were written re.sult.s ' 

•• 'r police in IW. even if 

« n* inronritt.sive Cnnimittee invesrignfrjrs 



\ a\>m. turn several monlhs agn about the rc.sults, he 

j v,iii ,ind I jiisi jnn l recall exactly how Dean's came 

^ mil ^ 



rr*-- I* '^* •'t police sergeant until 197.1. when 

? inn after incur: inginjn- 

i- ipi' • If'*! ''cridcnt It., was in a n»ma for 21 days 
.j. brain damage but appears lo have 

•k '‘l’" f'-c'imm-nclefl fnr- 

J •••%*•», M.,, 1 V. tnabilily to per* 

cj.v riven.” f^*t-oiiic anxiety 

rvfii,* cd iorins"cr in!tTre^*ii* r? r 
* ct?^-'ii!r.-K*f ^ X. , Z >ourrngai,,rie?; 

r* W'lntihxx V' ' ’i '"*^^*^* * *'^ ^’^^^’"ttlLc members ‘ 

-Mu n n to VV;,..hlngton ‘ 

“''"‘■"''y f"r Ruhy during hiV 

.. " ™-i 

•f »"<l 'he committee, 

n I* ln>rv t • ” I D'.''tcmb>T. The panel's prclim- 

Is 'i? lhe7Ja,o,V,n“''''^ coii.spiracy resulted in 



When Dean refused to answer any of the .S.l qiies- 
• lions in the committee's iiilcrrogaiorie.s, ho said com* 
< miltcc investigator Albert Maxwell told him: **I feel 
we .should inform you that wc have 200 pages of 
declassified material, all of which concerns you.” 

”1 look it os a threat,” Dean said. "That's the last I 
t heard from them.” 

G. Robert Blakey. chief coun.scl for the commiliee, 
said last week he regrets that "Mr. Dean feels this 
way. It is our Inlonlinn lo treat every witness fairly.” 

TIIF INTKUROGATOPJF.S, Dean bdicvc.c arc acru* 
salory. They dwell on ?;iicli issues a.s the rcas.sigimicnl 
of policemen from the city hall buscmcnl lo traftic 
patrols outside within an hour before Oswald was to 
be transferred from the city jail lo the county jail. 

‘ One question wa.s: "Were any men originally 

assigned to security witliin tlie biuemcnl reassigned 
to outside traffic duties?" Another a:-.kc;d: “If so, were 
j yon concerned, as an officer involved with the Si'cur* 

I ity of the basement, that basement s'^curity would be 

I allvclcd?” 

I Dean .*^aid he never ivns told by his sut'crinr^i ihni 

an uiiiiJontilicd man ha-.l calhd I'Bl olfm s caily on 
! the morning OswaUI wa:; to bn iiansfcrr*d to the 

* county jail ninl sani he wi)uld be killed. 

Dean was the initial sou ice l(»r Ruby’s stor)* that 
I he eniercd the basement down the ramp from Main 

street. 

t However, in testimony before the committee last 






*r*' « V". ■p ^'' 






SopiLMnl'cr. Diillns police? Oipt. Jnck Hcviii s.iu! lie 
tlnubtcd Ruby used the ramp, lie said hr lenrnod last 
Jjune ihal police officer Don I'luschc, who knew Ruby 
on siidii. was parked across the street from the ramp 
• and didn't see him. 

I * Fluschc's story •^ui'poricd officer Roy Vanr,hn’s 
! account. Vau;;hn. nssinned by Dean to Ruard the 
; romp, said Ituby did not appear in the vicinity. A poly- ‘ 
graph cxnininution adininisicrnd by Bentley indi- 
cated Vaughn was telling llie truth. * 

I niiRlNC; TIIK 1964 trial of Ruby. Dean said Rovill 

and ihc other ollici r "are coinpleldy refuting my 
. testimony.*' lkM|uestinned ilic tchohility of Rcvill mid 
, . Flusehc when nclilu i “was involved in the security 
j ' ♦ of the basement or the trial. ” 

j * In his cnininillee lestnnoiiy. Ri*vill revealed he 

; learned bust yi-ar of ‘anollier set nl .sh ps ’ Into tlic 

I basemenl he did not know e.xi.sted wlu;ii he and oilier 

; officers ul n special committee inveMigaied tlic mat- 

r Icr in The sn p.s lead to a door on the first 

floor of ilie adjacent munli ipal hiiihling 
j Doan st'itcd in a written rcpi>it to police Chief 

Jr.s?;c Curry, dated two days altei llu* shooting, tlint 
Ruby told him about c».»ming d»wvn iho ramp, 
j lie said Forre.st Sorrels. Ilion chief ol Sccrci .Ser- 

vice in Dallas, was prc.senl during the jail coll inii r- 
view ic.vs th.ui one luuir alter the shooting Son els, 
however, saiti hr diil not recall Ruby saying lo Dean 
that he rnme down the ramp do saicl be lusml Hn!»y 
r say this later that day uiulor uuestioning by police 
^ t Cap!, will Fritz. 

f ^ Dean daiiiis Stu rels inis;-ed the Ruby Miiip 

{ • remark in llu? jail cell when ho .«-uhnunc(l an ‘‘tvi- 



Vaughn's supervisor and probably had daily contact 
with him. Vaughn stiid. * 

* “My own contention is. I have always believed 
and I will go to my grave believing that that man 
’didn't come down that ramp.” Vaughn said. 

Vaughn never knew until he was told recently 
that Dean had taken a polygraph examination and 
failed it. 

Dean’s lie test was requested by Curry in May 1961 
alter a cla.sh between Dean and Warren Commission 
lawyer Burl W. Griffin over Dean's veracity. 

Griffin <pirstimipd whether Dean was idling Ihc, 
truth when he said Ruby told him he came down the 
lamp. The attorney later wrote in a memo to .1. Lee 
Rankin, chief counsel for the Warren Commission, 
that he believed il likely “Ruby came in flhe bn.se. 
ment) by another entrance to a point where Dean 
could have .stnpprd him and that Dean, having been 
directly responsible for all ba.senu.nl .sociirify, i.s 
trying to conceal hi.sdervlictlon of duty.'’ 

Griffin said Dean may have “told Ruby (during 
the jail interview shortly after the shooting) that he 
came down the Main Street ramp and Ruby latched on 
to it.'* 

GRIFFIN Al^n ASKFD WHY Dean kiqil quiet for 
three monrh.s about Ruby sslatcment during the .same 
jail interview that he hart thought about killing 
Oswald two days before he shot him. 

Dean's statement that Ruby admitted premedita- 
Hon was first m»ide Feb. 18. 19fvj. In a letter lo Curry. 
Dean in the preceding three m«uilhs told no such 
story ill two written reports to Ciii'ry and several FBI 

/VW 



dcntly slipshod” report that day to his Secret Service 
superiors In Washington. 

However, FBI agent C Ray Hall also missed hear- 
ing that Ruby u.scd the ramp when he interviewed the 
nightclub owner later the .same afternoon after Dean 
and Sorrels had left the cell. Ruby refused to tell him 
how he entered the bo.sem^nl. H.all said. 

Two months later, the night before Dean wa.s to 
appear before the Warren Commission, he said Sor- 
rels called him on the telephone "pleading with me** 
for over on hour to lell him what he was going to. 
testify about in Washington. 

”1 told him, Tm not going lo blow the whistle on 
you,*” Dean said. 

SORRKLS. NOW RETIRKD FROM the Secret 
Service, declined to comment on Dean's slatcmcnls. 
He repeated what he hn.s told committee investigators, 
that ‘you are wasting your money and my lime 
because I can't tell you anything more than what 1 
told (to) the Warren Commission. And that's all I can 
.say.’** ; . 

Vaughn, now a sergeant in the police internal 
affairs division, .said Doan to this day ‘‘has never come 
to me and asked me anything" about Ruby's reported 
statement to Dean that he entered the basement 
through the romp Vaughn wa.s guarding. Dean w*as 
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Patrick Dean . . . 
fears iipcoi?iing 
report will blame 
him for Ictiing 
Jack Ruby enter 
the basemont 
where Lee Har- 
vey OswaUl was 
shot. 



iiml |»n.'.ss intrrvicv/s. 

AUer his clnsh with Crilfin on Mnrch 25. 1964. 
Doan rrhised to continue his depobilion and com* 
plnlucfl to Disr. Atty. Henry Wade tlial Griilin had 
catled him a ’‘liar.*’ Griflin storjnerl bad; to W’ashiny- 
ton 1 he next day Wade wrote a letter to Rankin. 

Wnile tntd Rankin he w*n.s ’ parlieiilai ly intcTcStcil 
(in the Griflin-Deaii incident) since Dean was a ki'y 
(prnsecidinn) witneNr* in the Ruby trial and appar- 
ently Grill in was nccusinp, him o! lyinp in that trial.” 

The district nltorn»'y said he told Doan "to take 
the city attorney over there with him since appar- 
ently Grllfin wanted lo interview him again (and) 
was going to Iilc perjury ...” 

, Griffin did not interview Dean again and perjury 
chan'os never were filed. 



* “Ilf tp y Wndc called rrcsident I.)iidon .lohnMm at 
hiJ ranch and told him about this trouble 1 was hav- 
ing V iih Grllfin.” Dean said. ”Tlu’ next day it was on 
the front page about Griffin loading his butt on the 
airplane and going back to Washington.” 

’ W’ade told The News recently ihitl ”moybc the let- 
ter (t<f Rankin) up tlu nt had the el led of getting Grif- 
fin off his (Dean’s) hack ... I can’t ^ay it didn’t hap- 
pen but 1 don’t remember anyihihg ulvmi it” 

NFITIIICR (HtlFFIN nor Rankin said they could 
remember hearing o! Johnson being involved in call- 
ing Grillm oil Dean’s ca.se. Dean .s:iid he later got a 
”^>en>onHl vitidication” from Chief Justice Rurl War- 
ren w'hen he appeared before tl\».' commission. 

Dean’s testimony before the Warren Coininission 
occurred shortly after he look the iinrcported lie test 
and tailed it. ’ 

“Had I known that. I might have been even more 
aggressive,” .said Griffin, now* a county judge in Cleve- 
land. 

Wade rcralh'd Hie preincdii.flion tcsliinony by 
Dean “was probably the mo.st haniilul ” to Ruby s 
delcnse during his murder trial in eaily 1*^64. As it 
turned out. the ci»nri reversed the Ruby convicUdn. 
which carried a deolh penidty. partly because Deans 
lestimony should not have been [Mu miUcd. 

The appeals court found Ruhy.s incriminating 
stateiiu.nts almui ]»rciiunlltation were not made dur- 
ing or immediately alter the sluuiting ot Oswald and 
therefore were not admissible as e^ idcnr.e in his trial. 

Dean has made no secret of his Iricndship with 
Ruby He told the I’HI lie had l-nmvn Ruby since 1^60 
os ojHualor of the Carmuiel Club He said lhal he “fie- 
(lucntly .saw Ruby ' hI the .stri please joint during his 
routine ‘‘checking of places (if entertninmenl’’ in 
Dow'nlowni Dallas. 

Ruby Wfudd give certain Dallas police officers 
bottles of whiskey during the Christmas holidays and 
Dean included hiiu.self us a rcciiuenl. Although Ruby 
was "very friendly tow'ards Dean.” the FHl report 
Slated. Dean “kept his contacts with Ruby on an 
impersonal basis.” “ ’* 

I. \ THE FRIENDSHIP DID BF.COME personal, howev- 
er, after the FBI report of Dec. 2. 1965. 

. • . After Ruby was .•sentenced lo dcalh — largely on 
llic testimony of Dean in March 1961 — Ruby sent 
1. word he wmntcd to see the police olficcr. 

“.‘He hugged me and was glad to see me," Dean 
said. “I .saw be had a pair of broken glasses, so I got the 



prc.scriptinii and bouglil him a new pair.” 

Eight iTUMiths later Ruby gave Dcaii his copy of 
the Warren Commi.s.'inn report with an inscription 
signed "Your Buddy. Jack Ruby.” 

Wade said Dean “is probably wa.sting his time if 
he Is worried about anylhlng I don’t no more care 
about lhal comimitee thauthe man In the moon ... I 
could care less about them (committee) because I 
think it’s a waste of time and taxpayers’ money.” 

Dean, however. api»arcntty tins not told all he 
knows about the Ruby-Oswald inriilcnt When two pri- 
vate assassination researchers were about to wrap up 
an interviiiw with him recently. Ihry asked if lie had 
anything else to say. . 

Di an slutted uneasily and hooked at lii.s wife. .She 
said. “Ask him again.” Doan refused to talk nhoiit it 
but said he would if he were siihpoened by the 
com in it tec. 

Later, during the interview w]i!i The News, he 
was asked alioiit v.hai ho refused to talk about. There 
wa.s a lt)Tig .silence. 

'Oh, it wasn't earthshakiiig,” was his only reply. 



